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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 
I. Applicant's arguments filed on July 1 7, 2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

a. Applicant remarks that, first, Kenmochi et al appears to require a personal 
computer (a DTE connected to a DTE interface unit) to operate in fax send, scan and 
print modes and those modes require special codes to operate the apparatus. Second, 
Kenmochi et al cannot operate without receiving the special commands from some 
external unit, such as the personal computer. Third, the destination fax numbers are 
specifically stated as coming from the external unit, namely the personal computer. 
There is no allowance in Kenmochi et al for entering destination fax numbers other than 
through the personal computers. 

Kenmochi et al discloses in Fig.l an image communication apparatus, which can transmit 
and receive photograph or other image to be printed on a fixed medium as claimed. In Fig. 18, 
Kenmochi et al discloses a digital camera with a camera control 910 for taking pictures, a 
PCMCIA memory card 91 8 for storing the pictures. Kenmochi et al further teaches, "In order to 
transmit or store image picked up by the digital camera and stored in the PCMCIA memory card 
919, the PCMCIA memory card 919 is inserted into the PCMCIA interface 1-18 shown in Fig 1. 
The communication apparatus is able to print the image picked up and stored in the memory card 
919 and transmit the image data through the line according to the commands from the operation 
unit 1 -4. . . In addition, only one image to be selected can be printed and facsimile-transmitted 
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according to the commands of the operation unit 1-4, or all images or the compressed index 
images of all images can be printed and facsimile-transmitted according to a software." (col. 11, 
lines 33-62). Thus, the communication apparatus (Fig.l) does not need to be connected to the 
DTE or computers in order to transmit or receive a photograph or other images. In addition, in 
Figs. 16 and 17, the communication apparatus is in place of the "DTE" shown in Figs.3 and 5, 
and the PCMCIA modem card is in place of the communication apparatus shown in Figs. 3 and 
5. The operation is almost similar to that in Fig.3 (col. 10, lines 42-47). The PCMCIA modem 
card is higher in performance than the built-in modem 1-8 in the communication apparatus, that 
is, for example, capable of simultaneously transmitting and receiving audio data and image data. 
Besides, Kenmochi et al teaches an operation unit 1-4 for as a data entry element on a hand- 
accessible surface for entering a destination fax for signals representing an image, and a hand-set 
unit 1-20 connected to the NCU unit 1-9 for transmitting and receiving of the audio and image 
data. Thus, in Kenmochi et al, there is allowance for entering destination fax or telephone for 
signals representing an image as claimed. 

b. Applicant argues that Bowden does not show a cabinet or a housing for the 
combination. Even though Bowden refers to the assembly as a wall-mounted cabinet, the 
structure is not a cabinet, which is a structure resembling a cupboard with doors, shelves and 
drawers. The pay telephone and the copier and facsimile in Bowden have their own separate 
housings, and cannot share any common housing. 

It is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., a cabinet) are not recited in 
the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations 
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from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

In addition, the claims must be given their broadest reasonable interpretation. During 
patent examination, the pending claims must be given their broadest reasonable interpretation 
consistent with the specification. In re Hyatt, 21 1 F.3d 1367, 1372, 54 USPQ2d 1664, 1667 
(Fed. Cir. 2000). Applicant always has the opportunity to amend the claims during prosecution, 
and broad interpretation by the examiner reduces the possibility that the claim, once issued, will 
be interpreted more broadly than is justified. In re Prater, 415 F.2d 1393, 1404-05, 162 USPQ 
541m 550-51 (CCPA 1969). It is noted that a "housing" is mostly claimed in the claims and 
even the drawings illustrating the recent invention do not shown the detailed limitations 
remarked by the applicant (a cabinet with doors, shelves, drawers, etc.). 

Moreover, previously cited reference, Ishiwatari et al (US Patent No. 5,283,820) is from 
the same field of endeavor of a housing with a fax phone using memory card to transmit image 
data (Figs.l and 10). 

Furthermore, the test for obviousness is not whether the features of a secondary reference 
may be bodily incorporated into the structure of the primary reference; nor is it that the claimed 
invention must be expressly suggested in any one or all of the references. Rather, the test is what 
the combined teachings of the references would have suggested to those of ordinary skill in the 
art. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981). 

Thus, the rejection of the claims is maintained with some modification due to the 
amendment of the claims. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 18-39, 42-48, 62, 66-78 and 81 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kenmochi et al (US Patent No. 5,900,947) in view of Bowden (US Patent No. 
Des. 390,225). 

Concerning claims 1, 18, 19, 20, 26, 27, 31, 32, 33, 34, 36, 42, 43, 44, 45, 47, 48, 66, 72- 
76, and 81, Kenmochi et al discloses an apparatus or device (Fig.l) for sending and receiving a 
photograph or other image to be printed on a fixed medium comprising a housing, a data entry 
element on a hand-accessible surface of the housing for entering a destination for signals 
representing an image (1-4); a paper cartridge or a paper storage for holding paper to be output 
from the opening (1-6); a connection adjacent the housing for receiving data from a camera 
storage element (1-18); a memory for storing signals representing an image (1-3); an interface 
jack between the housing and a communication line (1-9); conversion means for converting 
signals representing an image into data for controlling a printer for printing an image onto the 
paper (1-15); means for transmitting signals from and receiving signals in the housing 
representing images (1-9); an indicator for indicating that digital images are stored and ready for 
printing (1-1, 1-4); a connection for receiving JPEG data from a camera storage element (1-18); a 
printer (1-6) for printing an image onto the paper larger than six inches wide (since it can print 
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image on a regular paper size); wherein the apparatus omits any lens for receiving light 
representing an image to be recorded (when receiving image data from the memory card, 
communication line), and the receiving and sending means includes a color fax modem (1-8); the 
interface jack (1-9) is configured to connect to a telephone line (1-10, 1-1 1), (Figs. 13- 17; 
Abstract; col. 2, line 52 - col. 4, line 8; col. 10, line 15 - col. 11, line 62). 

It is noted that the communication apparatus (Fig. 1) does not need to be connected to the 
DTE or computers in order to transmit or receive a photograph or other images. In addition, in 
Figs. 16 and 17, the communication apparatus is in place of the "DTE" shown in Figs.3 and 5, 
and the PCMCIA modem card is in place of the communication apparatus shown in Figs. 3 and 
5. The operation is almost similar to that in Fig.3 (col. 10, lines 42-47). The PCMCIA modem 
card is higher in performance than the built-in modem 1-8 in the communication apparatus, that 
is, for example, capable of simultaneously transmitting and receiving audio data and image data. 
Besides, Kenmochi et al teaches an operation unit 1-4 for as a data entry element on a hand- 
accessible surface for entering a destination fax for signals representing an image, and a hand-set 
unit 1-20 connected to the NCU unit 1-9 for transmitting and receiving of the audio and image 
data. Thus, in Kenmochi et al, there is allowance for entering destination fax or telephone for 
signals representing an image as claimed. 

Kenmochi et al fails to teach a housing, a wall defining an output for printing a medium 
on which is fixed a photo image, a removable means for removable holding a plurality of sheets 
of the medium, a paper cartridge and the connection is mounted in a wall in the housing. 
However, it was a matter of well-known in the prior art to have all of these limitations in 
Kenmochi et al system since any conventional fax with a printer can have them. Bowden 
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discloses a communication center combining a copier, facsimile and telephone in a wall mounted 
cabined (Figs. 1-2) with a wall defining an output for printing a medium, a removable holding 
tray for holding a plurality sheets and a paper cartridge for printing. It would have been obvious 
to one skilled in the prior art at the time the invention was made to combine the above teaching 
in Bowden, as a matter of well-known in the art to the system in Kenmochi since Kenmochi also 
teaches a recording unit with a jet printer unit, a paper feed roller, general purpose integrated 
circuits, fetches the data stored in the RAM 1-3 and prints out the data as hard copies, a sensor 1- 
12 with a recording paper width sensor, a recording paper presence sensor, a original width 
sensor and an original sensor, for detecting the condition of the original and recording paper 
which indirectly teaches the above limitations of the printing device. 

Concerning claims 21-25, 28-30, 35, 37, 38, 39, 46, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 77 and 78, 
Kenmochi further teaches a memory for storing signals representing an image (1-3), (claims 21, 
51, 67); an interface for transmitting signals from and receiving signals representing images (1- 
9), (claims 22, 38, 46, 52, 62, 68, 77); a conversion means for converting signal representing 
image into data for controlling a printer for printing an image onto the paper (1-15), (claims 23, 
53); a printer (1-6), (claims 24, 69, 78); a feed mechanism for feeding the paper from the storage 
to the printer (1-7), (claims 25, 55); a color printer (1-6), (claims 27, 54); the printer is sized to 
accept paper larger than six inches wide (col. 3, lines 26-30), (claims 28); a handset for voice 
communication (1-20), (claims 29, 58); a display for providing information to a user (1-4), 
(claims 30); the JPEG data can be received from outside the system (1-9, 1-18), (claims 35, 59); 
the connection is adapted for receiving a camera memory module (1-18, Fig.l, 919, Fig. 18), 
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(claims 37, 61); means for receiving and sending digital image files (1-9, 1-17, 1-18), (claims 56, 
70); a color fax modem (1-8), (claim 57) 

3. Claims 49-65 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Kenmochi 
et al (US Patent No. 5,900,947) in view of Bowden (US Patent No. Des. 390,225) and Axten et 
al (US Patent No. 5,250,986) 

Concerning claims 49, 50, 60, 65, Kenmochi et al in view of Bowden discloses the 
apparatus discussed in claim 1 above. 

Kenmochi et al fails to teach an indicator for producing light and for indicating that the 
images are stored and ready for printing. However, it was commonly known in the art for a 
printer or a facsimile apparatus with a printing device to have an indicator for indicating the state 
of ready for printing of the printer. Axten et al supports that well-known in the prior art by 
disclosing a facsimile with a printer or a printer with a plurality of different light indicators 22-28 
on a control panel 12 for indicating the status or condition of the printer such as feed indicator 26 
shows the status of data in the printer, if it is ON, printer 10 has printable data, if it is flashing, 
the printer is in a manual feed state. Moreover, ready indicator 28 is used to signal the ready 
status of the printer. If it is ON, the printer is ready (it can receive data), if it is blinking, the 
printer is ready and either processing data or printing data (col. 2, line 47 - col. 3, line 13). It 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the prior art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the above teaching in Bowden, as a matter of well-known in the art to the system in 
Kenmochi since Kenmochi indirectly teaches a sensor 1-12, a buzzer unit 1-14 and a driving unit 
1-7 for indicating that the images are stored and ready for printing. 
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Concerning claims 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 61, 62, Kenmochi further teaches a 
memory for storing signals representing an image (1-3), (claim 51); an interface for transmitting 
signals from and receiving signals representing images (1-9), (claim 52); a conversion means for 
converting signal representing image into data for controlling a printer for printing an image onto 
the paper (1-15), (claim 53); a feed mechanism for feeding the paper from the storage to the 
printer (1-7), (claim 55); a color printer (1-6), (claim 54); a handset for voice communication (1- 
20), (claim 58); the JPEG data can be received from outside the system (1-9, 1-18), (claim 59); 
the connection is adapted for receiving a camera memory module (1-18, Fig.l, 919, Fig. 18), 
(claim 61); means for receiving and sending digital image files (1-9, 1-17, 1-18), (claim 56); a 
color fax modem (1-8), (claim 57); an interface for transmitting from and receiving into the 
housing fax communication signals representing images (1-17, 1-18, 1-10, Fig.l), (claim 62), 

4. Claims 40, 63 and 79 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kenmochi et al in view of Bowden and Axten et al as applied to claims 1, 20, 35, 36, 60 above, 
and further in view of Hassan (US Patent No. 5,550,646). 

Concerning claims 40, 63 and 79 Kenmochi et al in view of Bowden fails to teach that 
the connection is adapted for receiving a cable from a digital camera. Hassan discloses a system 
with a camera 110 connected to a facsimile machine 140 through a cable for receiving images 
transferred from the camera (Fig. 1). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the prior art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the above teaching of Hassan to the system in 
Kenmochi since Kenmochi also teaches different connections (1-9, 1-17, Fig.l) adapted for 
receiving a cable from different apparatus not limit to a camera. 
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5. Claims 41, 64 and 80 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kenmochi et al in view of Bowden and Axten et al as applied to claims 20, 35, 49, 59 and 66 
above, and further in view of Yamakita (US Patent No. 6,366,698). 

Concerning claims 41, 64 and 80, Kenmochi et al in view of Bowden fails to teach that 
the connection is an infrared receiver. Yamakita discloses a portable facsimile device (1, Figs.l- 
2) connected to network 3 by using scheme of transmitting/receiving data on a radio channel 
wherein the scheme has a communication function by using IR (infrared ray) communication 
(col. 4, lines 55-61). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the above teaching of Yamakita to the system 140 in Kenmochi 
et al in view of Bowden to modify the connection between the fax printing device and the 
camera to be an infrared connection since Kenmochi et al also teaches different communication 
lines the system can be connected to different types of receivers without limiting the use of an 
infrared receiver. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Gerszberg et al (US Patent No. 6,396,53 1) discloses a system architecture for 
bypassing a local exchange carrier. 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Madeleine AV Nguyen whose telephone number is 571 272- 
7466. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00am-5 :30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on 571 272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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